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E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: ELAB, GW 

SUBJECT: CHANGE IN DGB EXECUTIVE BOARD 
REE: BONN A-336, MAY 29, 73 

1. THE DGB EXECUTIVE COUNCIL (BUNDESAUSSCHUSS), THE 
HIGHEST DGB POLICY MAKING BODY BETWEEN THE CONVENTIONS, 
ELECTED KARL SCHWAB, REGIONAL DIRECTOR OE THE DGB IN 
BADEN- WUERTTEMBERG, TO REPLACE THE LATE DGB EXECUTIVE 
BOARD MEMBER FRANZ WOSCHECH WHO DIED IN NOVEMBER 1973. 
SCHWAB HAS ASSUMED WOSCHECH'S RESPONSIBILITIES FOR YOUTH 
AFFAIRS AND FOREIGN WORKERS. 

2. SCHWAB WAS BORN IN NUERNBERG ON SEPTEMBER 9, 1920. 

AFTER ELEMENTARY SCHOOL HE BECAME AN APPRENTICE BAKER. 
FROM 1940 TO 1944 HE WAS INTERNED IN A YOUTH CAMP BE- 
CAUSE HE REFUSED TO SERVE IN THE COMPULSORY LABOR 
SERVICE. THEN HE WAS DRAETED TO THE GERMAN ARMY. AFTER 
THE WAR, SCHWAB WORKED IN VARIOUS METAL ENTERPRISES. 

HE JOINED THE METALWORKERS UNION IN 1946, AND WAS 
ELECTED CHAIRMAN OF THE WORKS COUNCIL OE THE SIEMENS- 
SCHUCKERT ELECTRICAL CORPORATION IN 1948. IN 1953, 

HE BECAME A FULL-TIME MANAGER OE THE GENERAL WORKS 
COUNCIL FOR ALL SIEMENS PLANTS IN THE ERG AND 
SIMULTANEOUSLY ACTED AS CHAIRMAN OF THE UNION'S CENTRAL 
WAGE COMMISSION. IN 1954, SCHWAB WAS FIRED BY SIEMENS- 
SCHUCKERT BECAUSE OF HIS INVOLVEMENT IN THE BAVARIAN 
METALWORKERS' STRIKE. HE THEN BECAME A FULL-TIME 
OFEICIAL OF THE METALWORKERS UNION IN STUTTGART. HE BE- 
CAME A REGIONAL DIRECTOR EOR THE METALWORKERS IN BADEN- 
WUERTTEMBERG IN 1957 AND REMAINED AT THIS POST UNTIL 
JANUARY 31, 1969 WHEN HE WAS ELECTED REGIONAL DIRECTOR 
OF THE DGB IN BADEN-WUERTTEMBERG. SCHWAB JOINED THE SPD 
IN 1948 AND WAS ELECTED VICE-CHAIRMAN OE THE BADEN- 
WUERTTEMBERG SPD IN OCTOBER 1968. 
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3. COMMENT. THERE HAVE BEEN RUMORS THAT DGB PRESIDENT 
VETTER WOULD HAVE PREEERRED GEORG BENZ, EXECUTIVE BOARD 
MEMBER OF THE DGB METALWORKERS UNION, A LEFTIST, TO RE- 
PLACE LEETIST FRANZ WOSCHECH ON THE DGB EXECUTIVE BOARD, 
WHILE OTHER UNION LEADERS FAVORED THE MORE MODERATE KARL 
SCHWAB. END COMMENT 

HILLENBRAND 
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